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To Our Beloved St. Andrew’s Community

It has been a challenging year, and happily we are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel.   This spring 
had so much uncertainty but the Reopening, Chapel, and Executive Committees have all worked 
diligently to find a way for us to be able to worship again safely.  In just a few short weeks St. Andrew’s 

will be filled with people and music, something I know I have missed so much over the last year.

Things will be different, but we hope that you embrace the changes knowing that with such uncertainty we 
had to find the best possible path to safely open.  One service at 9:00 am will bring all of us together at 
one time.  We have a talented new music director, Savannah Curro, who, when she found out singing was 
not advised by the diocese, suggested another talented young artist to act as cantor to bring the lyrics of 
the hymns into the service.  The windows and doors will be opened to bring in that wonderful sea breeze. 
New speakers will allow those not ready for indoor services to sit outside and still participate and be one 
community with those inside.  The most important thing is that we are finally going to be open!

St. Andrew’s doors will be wide open not just for services but to the community. Three Music-by-the-Sea 
concerts will happen this summer, all with fantastic sponsor participation, with proceeds to help fight food 
insecurity. Donations will go to Gather and End 68 Hours of Hunger.  

I look forward to seeing you at the chapel this summer and share in the joy that St. Andrew’s brings to all 
of us.

Anne Richter Arnold, Senior Warden

http://standrews-by-the-sea.org
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We are on our way back! We are so grateful to have made it through 
the dark days and are looking forward to gathering again in person. Our 
volunteers have worked throughout this time to maintain our building, 
grounds, and budget so we would be ready to go when it became safe to 
do so. And now that we are opening, we need your help in expanding our 
group of volunteers to help make each Sunday service execute seamlessly 
in the manner you have come to expect.

With our reopening I am asking for your help. Our Altar Guild has had to say goodbye to 
a number of team members over the past few years and is left with only two very dedicated 
women. Simply put, the Altar Guild prepares the altar for Sunday services. With a bigger Guild 
and a shortened season, Sundays would be shared among all members with everyone pitching 
in just a few times.

The current team cannot continue to do this alone. They would be delighted to have you join 
them. The time commitment is small, and the rewards are many. They will provide details and 
training. Please consider this opportunity to volunteer, meet new people, and become an even 
more integral member of the St. Andrew’s community.

Feel free to email me or better yet reach out to:
Lillian Kann | 603-770-9272 | lilliank@comcast.net  
or  
Libby Kenney | 617-543-0083 | libbethk@verizon.com

Faithfully, 
Your Vicar, 
Rob Stevens, Jr
Rector@stjohnsnh.org

Junior Warden’s Report
Basement Support Project Complete – Again!
In 1906 lumber was purchased to prop up 
the chapel floor at a cost of $25.56 ($750). 
Eighty years later an engineering report was 
commissioned to review the structural status of 
the chapel. The 1986 building inspection report 
noted that immediate attention was required 
to address three of the 10 original brick and 
mortar support columns that had collapsed. 
This was completed in 1987.

A 2017 Building Condition Assessment noted 
several brick piers supporting the main east-
west carrying timber below the main sanctuary 
had shifted, and the steel I-beam piers 
interspersed with the brick piers had badly 

corroded. It was also noted that the stone 
masonry footer in the crawlspace associated 
with the chimney, which supports a hearth at 
the northeast corner of the nave, had partially 
crumbled. This January new aluminum piers 
were added and painted to prop up the 
corroded I-beam piers and retard any further 
corrosion. Also, the stone footer for the 
chimney was repaired and the plastic sheathing 
on the crawlspace ground was replaced. Work 
was completed by Shelter Enterprises of 
Brentwood for $9,800. This project was funding 
by our last capital campaign. Thank you to all 
who donated!

Greg Kann, Junior Warden

http://standrews-by-the-sea.org


June 27
 The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld
 Bishop of NH Diocese, Concord, NH

July 4
   Rev. Anne Williamson 
 Associate Rector, St. John’s, Portsmouth, NH
 Thanks and Honor our Veterans Sunday
 3pm Music-by-the-Sea concert: 
 Portsmouth Brass Quintet -  
 All American Tunes

July 11
 Rev. Jay Hutchinson
 Chaplain, St. Andrew’s School, 
 Middletown, DE 
   
July 18
 Rev. Mark Pendleton
 Rector, Christ Church, Exeter, NH 

July 25
 Rev. David Holroyd
 Priest Associate, Christ Church Exeter, NH
 Retired Rector of St. George Church, 
 York Harbor, ME

August 1
  Rev. Steven (Steve) B. Klots
 Chaplain, South Kent School, CT
 3pm Music-by-the-Sea concert: 
 Savannah Curro - organist - 
 Classical Music for a Summer Afternoon

August 8
 Rev. G. Richard Siener
 Associate Minister, St. John’s Portsmouth, NH
 Retired Rector, Christ Church, Exeter, NH

August 15
 Rev. Dr. Robert (Odie) Odierna
  Retired Rector, Church Good Shepherd, 
 Nashua, NH

August 22
 Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr.
 Rector, St. John’s, Portsmouth, NH
 Vicar, St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea, 
 Rye Beach, NH
 Annual Meeting to follow

August 29
 Rev. Alanna van Antwerpen 
 Missioner, Episcopal Church of  
 New Hampshire, Concord, NH

September 5
 Rev. Katie Solter
 Associate Chaplain, St. Mark’s School, 
 Southborough, MA
 3pm Music-by-the-Sea concert: 
 The Big Note Trio 
 Ben Baldwin, Kent Allyn & Greg Holt 
 Music for a Seaside September Day

Summer 2021 Worship Schedule
Sundays, June 27 – September 5

9:00 am

For 2021 there will be one service at 
9 am only. Masks required. Outdoor 
self seating is available for those who 
prefer not to be inside.

St. Andrew’s¯by¯the¯Sea
An Episcopal Summer Chapel
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Music-by-the-Sea
We are thrilled to bring back our summer 
concert series. 
Join us at 3 pm for three wonderful concerts

July 4
The Portsmouth Brass Quintet 
“All American Tunes”

August 2
Savannah Curro – Chapel Organist 
“Classical Music for a Summer Afternoon”

September 5 
The Blue Note Trio - featuring Ben Baldwin, 
Kent Allyn and Greg Holt
“Music for a Seaside September Day”

Please Welcome Our New Organist & Cantor
Savannah Curro, Chapel Organist
Savannah is new to St. Andrew’s and she will not only play our hymns each Sunday 
but coordinate our weekly guest musicians.
A native New Englander, Savannah Curro grew up just outside of Boston and is 
currently attending Mercer University where she is pursuing dual degrees in organ 
performance and history. Savannah is the co-organist at Forsyth Presbyterian Church 
(USA) in Forsyth, GA and has played for Episcopal, Methodist, and Congregationalist 
congregations throughout Middle Georgia and Greater Boston. As a recitalist, 
Savannah has played in programs at venues including the Trinity College Chapel 
and King’s Chapel in Boston, MA. Welcome, Savannah!

Joey Dalton, Cantor
Joey will bring our hymns to life at each Sunday service.
Joey Dalton is a musician and vocalist from Arlington, Massachusetts. He started his music career 
as a youth cantor for Saint Eulalia’s Church in Winchester, MA, participated in the children’s choir, 
led music at the Youth Mass, and sang in some capacity for his parish all through high school. 
He was an avid member of his high school’s chorus and Honors Chorus and earned a spot in the 
audition-based Massachusetts Music Educators Association’s All-State Chorus in 2018 and 2019. 
He attends Berklee College where he is studying for a degree Songwriting. Welcome, Joey!

M usic-b
y-the-Sea

Presented bySt. Andrew’s̄ by¯the¯Sea
An Episcopal Summer Chapel

www.standrews-by-the-sea.org

St. Andrew's Historic Chapel  •  30 Church Road, Rye Beach

Suggested donation$10 per person,
$20 per family with children

All proceeds benefi tGather- Portsmouth
and End 68 Hours of Hunger- Rye.
CDC Covid restrictions will be followed 

for all concerts Outdoor seating (bring 

your own lawn chair or blanket) is 

available as an option to seating inside - 

speakers will broadcast the concerts on 
the lawn.

Sunday, July 4, 2021 3pm
The Portsmouth Brass QuintetAll American TunesSunday, August 1, 2021 3pm
Savannah Curro - organist

Classical Music for a Summer Afternoon September 5, 2021 3pmThe Big Note Trio

Ben Baldwin, Kent Allyn & Greg Holt

Music for a Seaside September Day

Suggested donation is $10 per person, $20 per family with children
All proceeds benefit Gather- Portsmouth and End 68 Hours of Hunger- Rye
If you are not ready to go inside, we have outdoor speakers so you can hear the concert 
outside, as well. Please bring your own lawn chairs or blankets, a sweater in case of a cool 
ocean breeze, find a spot on the lawn and make yourself comfortable.
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Volunteers Needed
We welcome your help and encourage 
your participation in the life of St. 
Andrew’s. We operate completely on 
a volunteer basis. Please consider 
giving some of your time and talent. 
Simply contact anyone on our Chapel 
or Executive Committees, email 
srwarden@standrews-by-the-sea.com 
for additional information, or go to our 
website at:  
standrews-by-the-sea.org/chapel-life

We welcome you to any 

of our committees. Those 

with the most immediate 

needs are:

• Altar Guild

• Weddings

• Memorial Garden & 

Services

• Outreach

Treasurer’s Report
As we eagerly approach our reopening, I am pleased to report St. 
Andrew’s remains in a strong financial position. Adhering to our Covid 
modified budget, with a prudent eye on expenditures, has enabled 
us to weather this most unusual period. We are grateful for the long 
history of charitable donors, and the skillful money management 
of their generosity that affords our Chapel its strong financial 
foundation. 

Early in 2021 the Executive Committee approved two possible 
scenario budgets. Fortunately, we will not be using the “closed for the 
season” budget and are now operating on a modified “open” budget. 
This budget reflects having one worship service and proportionately 
lower revenue from other services and concerts. However, we are 
ready to adjust as the re-opening progresses. The small investment 
we are making in audio speakers to bring our worship services and 
concerts outdoors is an example of our commitment to being flexible. 
We are ready to go and keenly await our opening service on June 
27th.  Thanks to all for your many efforts that helped us through 
the past year and have prepared us for a glorious new season at St. 
Andrew’s.

Ken Hooper, Treasurer

Current guidelines for this 
summer. 
• We will have one service at 9 am
• Masks required for all and social 

distancing will be per diocese 
guidelines.

• Windows and doors will be open 
for ventilation.

• Eucharist will not include wine. 
Communion by bread alone is 
fully sufficient to receive the Real 
Presence of our Risen Lord - per the 
Bishop, it has all the “mojo”.

• No coffee hour after the service 
yet...this may change ad the 
summer progresses. 

If you are not ready to go inside, we 
have outdoor speakers so you can 
hear the service outside and receive 
communion there, as well. Please bring 
your own lawn chairs or blankets, a 
sweater in case of a cool ocean breeze, 
find a spot on the lawn and make 
yourself comfortable.
 
We will continue to monitor the 
pandemic situation and with 
guidance from our diocese will make 
adjustments throughout our season as 
necessary.

Altar Guild - 
We Need Your Help 
St. Andrew’s Altar Guild is looking for 
help!  Our Altar Guild prepares the altar 
for Sunday services, scheduling two 
volunteers for each weekend.  The time 
spent is minimal and shared among 
members of the Alter Guild. 
 
We are looking for volunteers of all 
ages and are delighted to provide 
details and training for this rewarding 
opportunity to be a part of our 
wonderful summer chapel.  Are you 
looking for an opportunity to volunteer, 
meet new people, and become an 
integral member of the St. Andrew’s 
community?  If yes, please contact: 
Lillian Kann 603-770-9272
lilliank@comcast.net  or 
Libby Kenney 617-543-0083
libbethk@verizon.net 5
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Celebrating Weddings Again!
St. Andrew’s will be celebrating the first 
wedding of the season on June 12th with 
several more to come throughout the summer 
and early fall. Hallelujah!  

Our couples have been very patient, anxious 
and understanding as they have postponed 
and rescheduled their very important day.  We 
appreciate their tolerance as we have worked 
through the guidelines for re-opening.

Early weddings will be smaller in number of 
guests, but hopefully as the season progresses 
that will change.  Let the celebrations begin!

Sandy Gavutis,
Wedding Coordinator

Planned Giving
Please consider making a gift to help ensure 
our chapel, the place you have enjoyed and 
supported for so long, is here for generations 
to come. If you would like to learn more about 
making a gift through a will, trust, retirement 
account, or life insurance to St. Andrew’s-by-
the-Sea please reach out to our Vicar, Rob 
Stevens , rector@stjohns.org or  Treasurer, Ken 
Hooper, treasurer@standrews-by-the-sea.org.

Garden Committee News
Our biggest and best news is that we have 
a new member! Sarah Boss-Sullivan!   Sarah 
moved to Rye just at the start of the pandemic 
from Cape Elizabeth, ME.   She is a great 
addition, and we are pleased to welcome her.

A week ago, with the able assistance of J. Lord 
and his rototiller and Gary Fincke and his tools, 
we pulled out the remaining plants, rocks and 
weeds of the old side garden, rototilled, raked, 
and seeded it.  You will see the water on twice 
a day (thanks Greg Kann!)  and hopefully, we 
will all see some wee bit of green grass poking 
through before long.     We also weeded and 
planted the round garden – pink and white 
petunias this year.   They are supertunias, so 
hopefully will not need to be deadheaded, but 
if they get to being a bit too scraggly, anyone 
is welcome to do a bit of deadheading when 
at the chapel!  Many hands….make light work!
 
Anyone who wishes to join us, please contact 
me (or Shelley,  Donlyn, or Sarah). All are 
welcome; we have a great time together while 
trying to bring a bit of beauty to our corner of 
the world.
 
Martha Byam, Gardener
martha.byam@gmail.com

http://standrews-by-the-sea.org

